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SUBJECT: THAI AMBASSADOR ARUN’S PLANS 

1 . DURING COURTESY CALL DEC 21 BY CHARGE ON FOREIGN 
MINISTRY ACTING UNDERSECRETARY OF STATE ARUN PHANUPHONG, 
AMBASSADOR ARUN TOLD CHARGE THAT TECHNICALLY HE IS STILL 
AMBASSADOR TO US WHILE AWAITING FORMAL CONFIRMATION AS 
UNDERSECRETARY. 

2. AMBASSADOR ARUN SAID THAT HIS SUCCESSOR AS AMBASSADOR 
TO WASHINGTON IS UNDER ACTIVE CONSIDERATION BY FONMIN 
UPPADIT. IDENTITIES OF POTENTIAL NOMINEES ARE BEING 
CLOSELY HELD BY MINISTER. HOWEVER, ARUN SAID HE EXPECTED 
NOMINATION OF SUCCESSOR TO PROCEED QUICKLY AS SOON AS ARUN 
FORMALLY VACATES HIS AMBASSADORIAL POST. 

3. BECAUSE OF PRESS OF NEW DUTIES, AMBASSADOR ARUN SAID 
HE DOUBTS THAT HE WILL BE ABLE TO RETURN TO WASHINGTON 
TO BID ADIEU FORMALLY AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT FRIENDS 
IN WASHINGTON WOULD UNDERSTAND. WE REASSURED HIM ON 
THAT SCORE. 

4. WITH REGARD TO HIS NEW POST, ARUN SAID THAT HE 

HAD EXPECTED TO BE CAUGHT UP IN ESSENTIALLY ADMINISTRATIVE/ 
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HOUSEKEEPING TASKS. HOWEVER, HE HAS ALREADY 
BECOME DEEPLY INVOLVED IN SUBSTANTIVE MATTERS, INCLUDING 
VIET-NAM AND CAMBODIAN NEGOTIATION PREPARATIONS. 
ODONOHUE 
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